Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #6
                      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Arletta Thomas, (Hosp., had surgery Feb. 3); *Ray Meredith, (Surgery in Feb., friend of Carol Miller); *Baby Sophia, Ben, Sarah, Heinbaugh, (Sophia had surgery Feb. 3); Rahn Cooper and family; Dennis Croutharmel; Ken Bechtel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust;  Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder;  Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Rebuck; Kelly Shutt; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand;; Ben Baker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Jennifer Herb; Stan/Loretta Brown; Karen Kahler; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Deb Polak; Ellen Snyder;  Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Phil Guertin; Dana Welcomer; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries:  Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
[image: image1.emf]


    SUNDAY FEBRUARY 6, 2022
              Fifth Sunday After Epiphany
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
February 6, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fifth Sunday After Epiphany
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted
    Prelude    
Announcements                                                     Norine Goss
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                              Norine Goss          
L:  We gather to give thanks to You, O Lord,
P:  with all our heart!
L:  We will sing Your praises before all creation,

P:  and rejoice in Your steadfast love!
L:  You have created us O Lord, and made us for Yourself,

P:  In You we become everything You have made us to be!
L:  Come, let us worship the Lord!

Invocation     

                                                           Norine Goss 
Faithful God, we come into Your presence with thanksgiving, deeply grateful for the unfailing love and faithfulness You have shown toward us, Your people. When we call out to You, You answer. When we are exhausted, You give us the strength to go on. When we find ourselves in trouble, You are there, standing beside us.

And so we come before You with gratitude and praise, offering You the worship of our hearts and lives. Open our eyes to see and know You here among us; open our ears to recognize Your voice. And then send us out from here, to live and work in the world as Your faithful disciples. In the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

              Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Test.:  Isaiah 60:1-8                   (See Insert)   Laurel Guertin           
Psalm: Psalm 138   (Responsively) (See Insert)   Pastor 

New Testament: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (See Insert)  Leon Shaffer                            

Music -          “How Great Thou Art”                 Pg. 4 
*Gospel:  Luke 5:1-11                          (See Insert)   Pastor
Sermon  -           “The Ultimate Fishing Guide”                
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Preparation for Holy Communion                       
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                    
HOLY COMMUNION                                         

   Music -   “God of Grace and God of Glory”         Pg. 292
      Benediction



Post-Service Music 
WORSHIP SERVICE: We welcome you today February 6th  Fifth Sunday After Epiphany! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. 
Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins are mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.
                                2022 CHURCH CALENDAR
Feb.    6 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

          Fifth Sunday After Epiphany - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship) 
Feb.    7 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting
Feb.    8 - 5:30-6:30  - “Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Thursday February  3rd  
Feb.  13 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

               Sixth Sunday After Epiphany
ELDERS  WILL MEET on Mon. Feb. 7 at 7:00PM. 
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday February 8, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Chicken & Waffles, salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), fruit salad, dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Feb. 3rd. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

LAY READERS:  Feb. 6 - Laurel Guertin, Leon Shaffer; Feb. 13 - Gerry Wiest, Doris Hand Feb. 20 - Bob Endy, Bridget Campbell
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Feb. 6 - Marie Herb; Feb. 13 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Feb. 20 - Bob Endy
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
     SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading - O. Test.: Isaiah 60:1-8 (NLT)
6 It was in the year King Uzziah died that I saw the Lord. He was sitting on a lofty throne, and the train of his robe filled the Temple. 2 Attending him were mighty seraphim, each having six wings. With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 They were calling out to each other, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Heaven’s Armies!
The whole earth is filled with his glory!” 4 Their voices shook the Temple to its foundations, and the entire building was filled with smoke. 5 Then I said, “It’s all over! I am doomed, for I am a sinful man. I have filthy lips, and I live among a people with filthy lips. Yet I have seen the King, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.”
6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal he had taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 He touched my lips with it and said, “See, this coal has touched your lips. Now your guilt is removed, and your sins are forgiven.” 8 Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? Who will go for us?” I said, “Here I am. Send me.”
2nd Reading -Psalm: Psalm 138:1-8 (NLT)
1 I give you thanks, O Lord, with all my heart;
    I will sing your praises before the gods.
2 I bow before your holy Temple as I worship.
    I praise your name for your unfailing love and faithfulness;
for your promises are backed by all the honor of your name.
3 As soon as I pray, you answer me;
    you encourage me by giving me strength.
4 Every king in all the earth will thank you, Lord,
    for all of them will hear your words.
5 Yes, they will sing about the Lord’s ways,
    for the glory of the Lord is very great.
6 Though the Lord is great, he cares for the humble,
    but he keeps his distance from the proud.
7 Though I am surrounded by troubles,
    you will protect me from the anger of my enemies.
You reach out your hand, and the power of your right hand saves me.
8 The Lord will work out his plans for my life—
    for your faithful love, O Lord, endures forever.
3rd Reading -N. Testament Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (NLT)
15 Let me now remind you, dear brothers and sisters, of the Good News I preached to you before. You welcomed it then, and you still stand firm in it. 2 It is this Good News that saves you if you continue to believe the message I told you—unless, of course, you believed something that was never true in the first place. 3 I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. 4 He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. 5 He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve.

6 After that, he was seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7 Then he was seen by James and later by all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as though I had been born at the wrong time, I also saw him. 9 For I am the least of all the apostles. In fact, I’m not even worthy to be called an apostle after the way I persecuted God’s church. 10 But whatever I am now, it is all because God poured out his special favor on me—and not without results. For I have worked harder than any of the other apostles; yet it was not I but God who was working through me by his grace. 11 So it makes no difference whether I preach or they preach, for we all preach the same message you have already believed.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Luke 5:1-11 (NLT)
5 One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee,  

great crowds pressed in on him to listen to the word of God. 2 He noticed two empty boats at the water’s edge, for the fishermen had left them and were washing their nets. 3 Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon, its owner, to push it out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish.” 5 “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a thing. But if you say so, I’ll let the nets down again.” 6 And this time their nets were so full of fish they began to tear! 7 A shout for help brought their partners in the other boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking. 8 When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and said, “Oh, Lord, please leave me—I’m such a sinful man.” 9 For he was awestruck by the number of fish they had caught, as were the others with him. 10 His partners, James and John, 
*Sermon Text - Gospel: Luke 5:1-11 (NLT) (Continued)
the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed. Jesus replied to Simon,

“Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for people!” 11 And as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.
        ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
2022 WEEKLY ENVELOPES and 2021 YEAR END REPORTS are on the table in the narthex. If you wish to have a copy, please call the church office 717-896-3118.

2021 STATEMENTS were mailed to everyone who was not at church.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  

GIRL SCOUTS Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM.
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) December, January, February 2021/2022, and (Large Print) January, February, March 2022 devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance.

        SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

        **********************************************************

MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

Hymn: “God of Grace and God of Glory” (Page 292 Red Hymnal)
 (CWM RHONDDA)    Public Domain
 Harry Emerson Fosdick | John Hughes
CCLI Song # 43107 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  God of grace and God of glory
On Thy people pour Thy power
Crown Thine ancient church's story
Bring her bud to glorious flower
Grant us wisdom grant us courage
For the facing of this hour
For the facing of this hour
Verse 2   Lo the hosts of evil 'round us
Scorn Thy Christ assail His ways
From the fears that long have bound us
Free our hearts to faith and praise
Grant us wisdom grant us courage
For the living of these days
For the living of these days
Verse 3   Cure Thy children's warring madness
Bend our pride to Thy control
Shame our wanton selfish gladness
Rich in things and poor in soul
Grant us wisdom grant us courage
Lest we miss Thy kingdom's goal
Lest we miss Thy kingdom's goal
Verse 4   Set our feet on lofty places
Gird our lives that they may be
Armored with all Christ-like graces
In the fight to set men free
Grant us wisdom grant us courage
That we fail not man nor Thee
That we fail not man nor Thee
Links for hymn: “How Great Thou Art”  (Page 4): 
https://youtu.be/urI-ZJfUHdM?t=2  
https://youtu.be/Pk4O5UW5QBw?t=2
Link for Hymn “God of Grace and God of Glory”  (Pg 292):
https://youtu.be/c3voVw7i_HM 

Hymn: “How Great Thou Art” (Pg 4 in Red Hymnal)

Stuart Wesley Keene Hine HOW GREAT THOU ART
CCLI Song # 14181 CCLI License #2571107 Public Domain

Verse 1  O Lord my God                              Chorus  Then sings my soul
When I in awesome wonder                  My Savior God to Thee
Consider all the worlds                          How great Thou art
Thy hands have made                            How great Thou art
I see the stars                                        Then sings my soul
I hear the rolling thunder                     My Savior God to Thee
Thy pow'r thru'out                               How great Thou art
The universe displayed  Chorus            How great Thou art

Verse 2  When through the woods
And forest glades I wander
And hear the birds
Sing sweetly in the trees
When I look down
From lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook
And feel the gentle breeze  Chorus

Verse 3  And when I think
That God His Son not sparing
Sent Him to die
I scarce can take it in
That on the cross
My burden gladly bearing
He bled and died
To take away my sin     Chorus
Verse 4  When Christ shall come
With shout of acclamation
And take me home
What joy shall fill my heart
Then I shall bow
In humble adoration
And there proclaim
My God how great Thou art  Chorus
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
History of Hymn “How Great Thou Art”: (Pg. 4 Red hymnal)
"How Great Thou Art" is a Christian hymn based on a Swedish traditional melody and a poem, "O Store Gud" (O Great God) in 1885 with nine verses, written by Carl Boberg (1859–1940) in Mönsterås, Sweden, in 1885. It was translated into German then into Russian and then into English by English missionary Stuart K. Hine, who also added two original verses of his own (current verses 3 and 4). "How Great Thou Art" was ranked second (after "Amazing Grace") on a list of the favorite hymns of all time in a survey by Christianity Today magazine in 2001.
     According to Boberg's great-nephew, Bud Boberg, "My dad's story of its origin was that it was a paraphrase of Psalm 8 and was used in the 'underground church' in Sweden in the late 1800s when the Baptists and Mission Friends were persecuted." The author, Carl Boberg himself gave the following information about the inspiration behind his poem: It was that time of year when everything seemed to be in its richest coloring; the birds were singing in trees and everywhere. It was very warm; a thunderstorm appeared on the horizon and soon there was thunder and lightning. We had to hurry to shelter. But the storm was soon over and the clear sky appeared. When I came home I opened my window toward the sea. There evidently had been a funeral and the bells were playing the tune of "When eternity's clock calls my saved soul to its Sabbath rest". That evening, I wrote the song, "O Store Gud" (O Mighty God).

      The first literal English translation of “O store Gud” was written by E. Gustav Johnson (1893–1974), then a professor of North Park College, Illinois. His translation of verses 1, 2, and 7-9 was published in the United States in the Covenant Hymnal as "O Mighty God" in 1925. The first three Covenant hymnals in English used Johnson's translation, with The Covenant Hymnal (1973) including all nine verses of Boberg’s original poem. (The more popular version of British missionary Stuart K. Hine's "How Great Thou Art" appears in our Red hymnal and the Blue covenant Hymnal.)  Hine also re-wrote some of the verses and wrote new verses (current verses 3 and 4) as events inspired him. One event occurred when Hines visited a village where there were only two Christian - Dmitri and his wife Lyudmila - she was reading the gospel of John about the crucifixion of Christ to a houseful of guests and those visitors were in the act of repenting out loudly. Hines heard people calling out to God, saying how unbelievable it was that Christ would die for their own sins, and praising Him for His love and mercy. They just couldn't barge in and 
History of Hymn “How Great Thou Art”: (Continued):
disrupt this obvious work of the Holy Spirit, so they stayed outside and listened. Stuart wrote down the phrases he  heard  the  Repenters 
use, and (even though this was all in Russian), it became the third verse that we know today. The fourth verse was another innovation of Stuart Hine, added after the Second World War. His concern for the exiled Polish community in Britain, who were anxious to return home, provided part of the inspiration for Hine's final verse. Hine and David Griffiths visited a camp in England, in 1948 where displaced Russians were being held, but where only two were professing Christians. The testimony of one of these refugees and his anticipation of the second coming of Christ inspired Hine to write the fourth stanza of his English version of the hymn. According to Ireland: One man told them he had been separated from his wife and he did not think he would ever see his wife on earth again. Instead he was longing for the day when they would meet in heaven, and could share in the Life Eternal there. These words again inspired Hine and became his fourth and final verse.
      Of the hymn’s importance Hine said: “When we reach that heavenly home, we will fully understand the greatness of God, and will bow in humble adoration, saying to Him, O Lord my God, how great thou art.” May we all live in such a way that we will be ready when Jesus Christ appears to receive the saints. Our heavenly home awaits us, all of those who have received Christ in obedience.
Google the “How Great Thou Art” hymn history to find more interesting information about this hymn. There is a lot more that  cannot be put in the bulletin. It is fascinating!

Look in our Blue Covenant hymnal (page 9) for the original translated words to “O Mighty God, When I Behold the Wonder” that “How Great Thou Art” is based on. There isn’t enough space to put them in the bulletin. 

Go to https://hymnary.org/hymn/CYBER/5172 This is a PDF that has the words and music. (click on it and words get clearer or click on Full Text (upper left corner) for just the words.) when you are in hymnary.org.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Jan. 30 was 22.
Face book views for Jan. 30 was 85.
Face book views for Jan. 23 was 88​.

    History of hymn “God of Grace and God of Glory” (Pg 292)
 “God of grace and God of glory” was written in 1930 by Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969) for the dedication of the famous Riverside Church in New York City. Fosdick was granted degrees from Colgate Univeristy and Union Theological Seminary. He was ordained in 1903 to ministry in the Baptist Church and became pastor of First Baptist Church, Montclaie, N. J..

   Fosdick served as a chaplain during World War I and then was pastor of First Presbyterian Church in New York City. From this congregation he was called to pastor Park Avenue Baptist Church, which was renamed Riverside Church.

    As we sing this hymn, perhaps it is helpful to remind ourselves of the events that shaped the “hour” and the “days” that provide the context for this great hymn. “God of grace and God of Glory” was written while the United States was in the throes of the Great Depression between the two World Wars. Fosdick was a champion of the social gospel, a movement that recognized the plight of the poor, especially in the urban Northeast during the Industrial Revolution.

     UM Hymnal editor Carlton Young has noted: “Fosdick’s stirring radio sermons, books, and public pronouncements established Riverside as a forum for the critique of the same wealth and privilege whose gifts had made possible the building of the church. “Under his leadership Riverside Church was interdenominational interracial, without a creed, and, astonishingly for Baptists, required no specific mode of baptism. At the center of Fosdick’s ministry was urban social ministry.” Fosdick was perhaps the most vocal proponent of the social gospel of his time—a position that brought both wide acclaim and broad disdain.
    The congregation moved to a $5 million edifice made possible by a gift from John D. Rockefeller Jr. The new building overlooked the Hudson River in what Fosdick called “a less swank district” than Park Avenue, where the congregation had been located near Harlem.
     The hymn was written in the summer of 1930. It took shape as he reflected on the construction of the new building, and was first sung as the processional hymn at the opening service on Oct. 5, 1930, and again at the dedication on Feb. 8, 1931.
     The language of the hymn is ultimately that of petition. “Grant us wisdom, grant us courage”  concludes each stanza with the effect

    History of hymn “God of Grace and God of Glory” (Pg 292)
  (Continued)

of a refrain. A petition begins stanza three with “Cure thy children’s warring madness,/ bend our pride to thy control.”
    Fosdick wrote the text to be sung to the stately REGENT SQUARE (usually sung to “Angels from the realms of glory”). Methodist hymnologist and hymnal editor Robert G. McCuthan, however, first paired it with the Welsh tune CWM RHONDDA for the 1935 Methodist Hymnal. It was an immediate success and the new coupling has been almost universally adopted.
    Hymnologist William Reynolds says Fosdick disapproved strongly of the new pairing. When Dr. Young asked the poet why he continued to oppose the use of CWM RHONDDA with his text, Fosdick replied, “My views are well known—you Methodists have always been a bunch of wise guys.”
   That discussion notwithstanding, I object to the tempo played by many organists who take the hymn much too fast at the beginning, forcing the congregation to race through the prophetic petitions that conclude each stanza. The Welsh tune demands an appropriately stately tempo (think “processional,” not “horse race”) that gives the congregation time to absorb the challenges offered by the poet.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                     Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #6
  
February 6, 2022          
  
“The Ultimate Fishing Guide”

   
      
                   5th  Sunday After Epiphany
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

 L: We gather to give thanks to You, O Lord,

P: with all our heart!
L: We will sing Your praises before all creation,

P: and rejoice in Your steadfast love!
L: You have created us O Lord, and made us for Yourself,

P: In You we become everything You have made us to be!
L: Come, let us worship the Lord!

Invocation:

Faithful God, we come into Your presence with thanksgiving, deeply grateful for the unfailing love and faithfulness You have shown toward us, Your people. When we call out to You, You answer. When we are exhausted, You give us the strength to go on. When we find ourselves in trouble, You are there, standing beside us.

And so we come before You with gratitude and praise, offering You the worship of our hearts and lives. Open our eyes to see and know You here among us; open our ears to recognize Your voice. And then send us out from here, to live and work in the world as Your faithful disciples. In the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 6:1-8
Responsive: Psalm 138
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
*Gospel: Luke 5:1-11
Meditation:

“The Ultimate Fishing Guide”

I don’t know any serious fishers that don’t have at least one good fish story. One of my stories is when a friend of mine and I went fishing in his canoe on an idyllic lake in New Hampshire early in the morning. It was daybreak, but the sun hadn’t come up over the horizon yet. The lake had this mystical fog that seemed to come off it every morning, and this morning was no different. We had heard this lake had some monster small mouth bass and we were eager to see if it was true. 


We pushed off from the shore with me in the front and my friend in the back. After a bit of paddling, we came upon a floating dock that people used for swimming and diving. I knew that docks like this were famous for wary fish hiding underneath, so I cast my lure so that it landed inches from the edge of the dock and sank right in front of it. I waited until the lure stopped pulling off line and began my retrieve. After a couple of cranks my line went taut. I tried raising the rod tip to no avail. I decided to yank back on my rod thinking I must have gotten hung up on the dock’s anchor line. When I yanked back, my line started to peel off the reel, screaming as more and more line disappeared into the lake. I had hooked into a big one! After what felt like 10 minutes of fighting this fish, I was finally able to haul it close to the edge of the canoe. I lifted the rod and got the fish’s head out of the water so I could land it. Just when I was ready to grab its lip, it flicked its tail, snapped off my lure, and disappeared back into the water. My heart finally started to beat again after a few minutes. As much as I enjoy the memory of that fish story, and retelling it, I can only imagine the fish story that Peter, Andrew, James and John must have told after this encounter with Jesus. 


Imagine the scene by the Sea of Galilee. Crowds were gathered on the shore to listen to a new itinerant preacher. News was spreading about his teaching as well as rumors that he could perform miracles; particularly healing. There were fishermen cleaning up after a long night’s work, as they often did. In order for the gathering crowds to better hear and see him, Jesus gets in one of the boats and pushes off the shore a bit. It just so happens that the boat belongs to Simon Peter. 


After Jesus finishes speaking, he coaxes Simon to head out to deeper water and to lower the nets to see what they might catch. Simon Peter says something to the effect, “You’ve got to be kidding? We’ve been fishing all night and haven’t caught a thing. What makes you, a preacher, think you know more than us experienced fishermen?” Fishing at night on the Sea of Galilee was more productive than fishing during the heat of the day. The fish moved closer to the surface to feed without dealing with the heat of the midday sun. But he eventually gives in because this is what Jesus told him to do. Like us, Simon Peter’s experience got in the way of initially being obedient to Jesus because he thought he knew better. 


To Peter’s utter amazement, their nets are filled to bursting! In fact it’s such a big haul that Peter has to call to other boats to come and help because they were in danger of either breaking the nets or swamping the boat. Peter is so overcome with the realization of who Jesus is that he says, “go away from me, Lord. I am a sinful man!” All the other fishermen that witnessed this event were equally astonished. They had never seen such a thing. Like Peter, when we have a real experience in our spirit of encountering Jesus, we can’t help but encounter our own brokenness and sin. We are confronted with how inadequate and limited our previous experiences have been, and how limited our understanding is by comparison. It reminds us that the best prerequisite to following Jesus is not our strengths, but our acknowledging our sin in confession and humility.


Jesus says, in so many words, “you think that what something? I’ll make you fishers of people.” He takes this rag-tag group of working fishermen and commissions them to be his disciples; to join him in his mission to show the love of God to the world. Jesus was making them partners in his mission. Then Luke tells us that those very fishermen left everything behind; families, jobs, neighbors, a way of life. They simply dropped everything and followed Jesus into the unknown. He must have made some impression. 


There’s some lessons I’ve learned from fishing that I find applicable to following Jesus in mission. The first is this: no matter how much experience you have, always listen to your guide. There’s always something we can learn from others on our faith journey. We can learn from Jesus through reading scriptures and praying. We can learn to better discern the movement of the Holy Spirit in guiding us in the direction God wants us to go. We can listen to trusted pastors, teachers, and other friends who we know listen to God as well. 


The second lesson is that if you want to catch fish, you have to be where the fish are when they are there. It’s quite a rare thing that fish will come to you. The same is true if you want to see people come to faith in Jesus. It’s rare that the spiritually lost or searching will come to the church. The church needs to be willing to go where the people are, when they will be there. When we look at the life of Jesus most of his encounters with those who were lost were not in the synagogues or temple. Those encounters happened wherever people were doing their day to day living. We can do the same. 


Today when we think of fishing, we mostly think of it as an individual endeavor. Just a person, their rod and reel, their lures, and hope. But when talking about commercial fishing it’s largely a team event, even today. It was a coordinated effort of each person doing their job to fill the nets and eventually the boat’s hold. If any one person struggled or failed to do their job, then there was a great risk of failure. The same is true in reaching people who are far from Jesus. We all have a part to play. We each have spiritual gifts, passions, experiences, personalities, and abilities that combine to make us an effective unit. This sense of coordinated effort is perhaps one of the biggest challenges the church in America faces. We have to overcome the notion that following Jesus is simply personal and private. It’s anything but. 


Lastly, in securing the services of a fishing guide, you want someone you can believe in. You want someone that you find compelling. Do we find Jesus compelling enough to do what the first disciples did? Confess our ignorance and humbly ask for forgiveness? Take a chance, drop everything in surrender to Jesus’ call, and follow him even though we may not know where he’s leading? 


May you find the grace and humility to surrender, yet again, to Jesus’ call. May you find Jesus so intriguing and compelling that resisting him is near impossible. May you find joy on the journey on which Jesus leads. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

O Lord, forgive us when we fail to respond to your call with faith. Through your Spirit we stand in the assurance of your acceptance. Forgive us when we are shackled by our narrow understandings of discipleship and our clouded sense of purpose. Through your Spirit we are drawn into the illumination of your empowering love. Forgive us when we are frightened of the future or pull back from the demand of your calling. Forgive us when we fail to sense your presence in our past, to acknowledge your grace in the present moment, and to trust you for our future. Through your Spirit we offer ourselves in discipleship. We stand together as your disciples. We seek renewed and renewing faith. Touch us now with your Spirit, Lord. Touch us now with your Spirit.

[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 
May Jesus go before you as your guide. May Jesus cover you with his grace as protection. May Jesus go beside you as your companion and friend. And may you always be aware of his unfailing love. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
